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C H A L L E N G E  O P T I O N S :  AT  A  G L A N C E
CHALLENGE OPTIONS ENTRY DUE DATE EVENT DATE CATEGORY MAX. ENTRIES/SCHOOL MAX. POINTS/ENTRY MAX. POINTS/SCHOOL

Environmental Immersion & Green Careers  September 21, 2011 October 5, 2011 Group 1 250 250

T-Shirt Design March 5, 2012  Individual 5 75 375

Performance April 2, 2012 April 14, 2012 Group/Individual 5 75 375

Recycled Fashion Design April 2, 2012 April 14, 2012 Group/Individual 5 75 375

Film Screening April 2, 2012 April 14, 2012 Group/Individual 5 75 375

Visual Arts April 2, 2012 April 14, 2012 Individual 5 50 250

Environmental Action April 2, 2012 April 14, 2012 Group/Individual 4 100 400

Plant Champions Bonus Challenge January 20, 2012 April 14, 2012 Group/Individual 2 65 130
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The Fairchild Challenge Mission Statement
THE FAIRCHILD CHALLENGE FOSTERS INTEREST IN THE ENVIRONMENT BY ENCOURAGING STUDENTS TO:
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The Fairchild Challenge Mission Statement

AT THANKSGIVING POINT 2011-12

Appreciate and value the beauty of nature, develop critical-thinking skills, understand the need for
biodiversity and conservation, tap community resources, become actively engaged citizens, and

recognize that individuals do make a difference.



School Registration Form
2011-2012 Fairchild Challenge at Thanksgiving Point
Submit one registration form for your school BEFORE beginning work on Challenge Options. 
Note: Registration forms sign a school up to receive Fairchild Challenge updates. Individual Challenge 
Option entry forms will be mailed to registered schools six to eight weeks prior to the registration due date.

Complete name of school: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

School mailing address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Type of school (circle):    Public         Private        Charter

Estimated 2011-2012 student enrollment: __________________    Estimated number of Fairchild Challenge participants: ___________________

Teacher(s) coordinating school participation:

Name and discipline: ________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone: (day/evening) ________________________________________________________________________________________

E-mail: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature: _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name and discipline: ________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone: (day/evening) ________________________________________________________________________________________

E-mail: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature: _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail completed registration to:
The Fairchild Challenge at Thanksgiving Point, 3003 N. Thanksgiving Way. Lehi, UT 84043 

Recycled Fashion Design
The Challenge: Reuse, Reuse, Reuse
Design an article of clothing or accessory made 
completely of reused and recycled materials. Show 
off your style and creativity at The Fairchild Chal-
lenge Fashion Show held at Thanksgiving Point 
Gardens, during the Tulip Festival. Entries will be 
judged in separate categories.

Guidelines
+ Do not paint or dye the materials. Select items 

based on their original color and how you want 
your outfit to look.

+ One member from each team (or the designer,
if the student is working individually) must serve 
as a narrator and explain the design as another 
student models the outfit/accessory during the 
fashion show. Thanksgiving Point will provide 
microphones, speakers & music for the event. 
Accessories/outfits must be suitable for family 
audiences.

+ Must include a narrative (max400 words) 
explaining the design, listing the materials,
and providing information about recycling 
processes and/or possible post-recycling uses
for the items used.

+ Narrative must be submitted with the entry form 
and entry. Entries will be stored at TPI until the 
fashion show.

+ May submit a maximum of five entries
per school.

Judging Rubric
Entries will be judged on materials used, impact 
and functionality, creativity, accuracy of informa-
tion, style, presentation, and difficulty.

Core Curriculum
Family and Consumer Sciences: (Fashion Strate-
gies) 20.0306-0201, 20.0306-0202. (Designer 
Sewing/Fashion Design) 20.0301- 04, 20.0301-
06, 20.0301-0603
Fine Arts: (Sculpture) 1.1, 1.2, 3.1 (3-D Design) 
1.2, 3.1

What is The Fairchild Challenge?
The Fairchild Challenge is a multidisciplinary, environmental education program designed to give high school 
students an opportunity to express their opinions. By appealing to their innate sense of creativity and curiosity,
the Fairchild Challenge invites students to investigate the most difficult environmental issues, devise imaginative 
and effective responses to the issues, and take action to address them. The Fairchild Challenge was designed and 
initiated by Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden (Fairchild) in Coral Gables (Miami), Florida. Fairchild continues to 
support and train expansion sites for The Fairchild Challenge around the world.

Why participate in The Fairchild Challenge?
+ Inspire students’ critical-thinking skills and civic engagement
+ Win prizes and recognition for both student and school achievement
+ Showcase your students’ abilities to local professionals, serving as Fairchild Challenge judges
+ Connect to a network of educational resources and hands-on learning opportunities

How do I participate in The Fairchild Challenge?
+ Identify a Fairchild Challenge teacher or teacher liaison for your school
+ Complete and return a school registration form to Thanksgiving Point
+ Review the guidelines for The Fairchild Challenge options
+ Provide opportunities for students throughout your school to compete
+ Submit your entries
+ Celebrate your accomplishments during The Fairchild Challenge Awards Ceremony
 and Appreciation Day at Thanksgiving Point.

How can we help you involve more teachers and students at your school?
Our staff is available to answer questions and provide assistance as needed.
Contact us at challenge@thanksgivingpoint.org or by calling 801.768.4944.

Who receives awards?
Every high school that earns more than 
800 points will receive the 2011-2012 
Fairchild Challenge Award. Participating 
students and teachers also receive 
Fairchild Challenge T-shirts (featuring the 
winning design of the T-shirt Design 
Option). The three top-scoring schools are 
awarded $1,000 (1st), $500 (2nd), and 
$250 (3rd) to support environmental 
programs and initiatives at their school.  

Who evaluates the entries?
Thanksgiving Point assembles a team of 
judges including professionals in various 
fields from throughout Utah to evaluate 
submitted entries.

How are points awarded?
Students (individually or in groups) 
produce a final product according
to Fairchild Challenge guidelines.
Each school submits its top entries
to Thanksgiving Point. 

Thanksgiving Point will review entries for 
adherence to the Fairchild Challenge 
guidelines. Entries will then be submitted 
to a team of expert judges that award 
points according to a pre-determined 
rubric. All Challenge option points are 
accumulated and put towards each 
schools total. Total number of points 

determines the winning schools.

How many options can our school 
participate in?
As many (or as few) as you wish. Schools 
should encourage as many students as 
possible to attempt each option, or 
multiple Challenge options. We encourage 
schools to submit the maximum number 
of entries for each Challenge option. We 
suggest that each school forms a screen-
ing committee, including students, to 
select the best entries for submission to 
The Fairchild Challenge at Thanksgiving 
Point. Keep in mind that a school must 
receive 800 points to receive The 
Fairchild Challenge Award.

Is assistance available for
materials and supplies?
Pending availability, assistance is avail-
able to schools needing materials and 
supplies to complete Challenge options. 
“Option Challenge Guides,” 
that will be available to download, will 
provide suggestions and helpful hints 
for teachers in completing each option.  
Assistance is provided based on demon-
strated need. For details, please contact 
challenge@thanksgivingpoint.org.

How do schools submit entries?
Schools within a 30-mile radius of 

Thanksgiving Point should drop off or 
mail their entries to:

Fairchild Challenge at Thanksgiving Point
3003 N. Thanksgiving Way
Lehi, UT 84043

Schools outside the 30-mile radius may 
choose to deliver oversized entries to a 
regional drop site. Contact Thanksgiving 
Point for details.

Work must be submitted directly to 
Thanksgiving Point. E-mail versions of 
work will not be accepted.

May teachers or parents help 
students with their entries?
Parents and teachers are encouraged 
to support students. However, allentries 
must be students’ original work. 
Plagiarized or unoriginal work will 
be disqualified.

Additional questions?
Visit www.thanksgivingpoint.org/challenge
E-mail challenge@thanksgivingpoint.org

Environmental Immersion
and Green Careers
The Challenge: Experience the Environment
Teachers and Students come to Thanksgiving Point 
Gardens to meet our special guest presenters in 
the area of Environmental Education and get your 
hands dirty by participating in Green Career activi-
ties. Schools will receive an agenda for the day’s 
events based on participation. Sack lunch will be 
provided for participants.

Guidelines  
+ Each participant must complete at least four 

Inquiry Sections in the field guide for activities 
before leaving.

+ Materials will be provided upon arrival.
+ Schools must submit entry form by due date.

Judging Rubric
Points will be awarded based on participation, 
behavior and respect during the event, completion 
and quality of Inquiry Sections in the field guide.

Core Curriculum
Health Education II: 5.4
CTE: (Critical Workplace Skills) 32.0199-03, 
32.0199-0301, 32.0199-0302, 32.0199-04, 
32.0199-0402, 32.0199-05, 32.0199-0502, 
32.0199-0503
Earth Systems: 2.3d, 2.3e, 2.3f, 4.1, 5.1b, 5.1c, 
5.2, 6.1 f
CTE: (Adult Roles and Responsibilities) 1.2,1.3
CTE-Introduction: 1.1-1, 1.1-2, 2. 2-1.1, 3.3-1, 
3.3-3, 5.5-1,10.10-2, 10.10-3
CTE–Agricultural Education: Agricultural Science, 
Animal Science, Natural Resource Science, Plant 
and Soil Science
CTE–Technical and Engineering Education:
Introduction to Transportation and Energy
Technology
Standards of Technological Literacy– Grades 6-12

Performance
Your Challenge: Be the Heart and Soul of water conservation.
Write and perform a song, dance, or poem (etc.) for The 2011-2012 Fairchild Challenge. The piece 
should reflect your thoughts or feelings or raise awareness about water conservation and quality in Utah. 
Each performance must be accompanied by a typed essay (300-500 words) explaining the performance 
and how it relates to the environmental topic.

Guidelines    
+ Entries should be no longer than three minutes.
+ All performing arts disciplines are welcome including vocal/instrumental music, spoken word, 

dance/movement, acting, comedy, etc. Performers may wear costumes, if desired.
+ Thanksgiving Point will provide microphones, speakers, and audio players for CDs and DVDs.
+ All performers will be scheduled for on-stage rehearsal on the day of the event. Any audio materials

to be played must be tested on our equipment before the event.

Judging Rubric 
Performances will be judged on creativity, relevance to chosen theme, accuracy of information, 
presentation/performance, and impact.

Core Curriculum
Fine Arts: (Dance) 4.2, (Music Aesthetics) 1.1, 2.2 
Language Arts (12th Grade): 2.1c, 2.2b, 2.2c

Film Screening
The Challenge: Be seen and heard!
Create music videos, public service announce-
ments, rap, poem or performances on digital video 
that draw attention to Utah’s water issues. 

Guidelines
+ Videos must be three to five minutes in length.
+ Each video entry must be accompanied by a 

typed, one-page essay explaining the video, how 
it relates to Utah’s water issues, the importance 
of water conservation and /or water quality in 
Utah’s environment.

+ Essays must be submitted with the entry form.
+ Written lyrics must also be submitted with the 

essay when applicable.
+ Entries may be original work, or adapted from 

and existing piece or song.
+ Entries must be submitted by digital file.
+ Once the video is uploaded, you will be notified 

and given a link to view entries.
+ May submit a maximum of five entries

per school.

Judging Rubric 
Videos will be judged on creativity, relevance to 
chosen theme, accuracy of information,
presentation/performance, and impact. All original 
work will be given higher consideration.

Core Curriculum
Earth Systems: 5.1b, 5.1c
Theater Foundations III: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.1, 2.2, 
3.1, 3.2
Fine Arts–Music: (Music Connections) 1.1, 2.1, 
3.3b, 4.2, (Guitar) 1.1, 4.2, (Band) 1.1, 4.1, 4.2, 
(Music Composition) 2.3, 2.4, 2.5, 4.2, 
(Orchestra) 1.1, 4.2, (Choir) 1.1, 4.1, 4.2
Fine Arts–Dance: (Dance I) 4.2, 4.3,
(Dance II) 4.2, 4.3, (Dance III) 4.2, 4.3,
(Dance Company) 4.3
Earth Systems: 4.1
Biology: 1.2
Language Arts (12th grade): 2.1c, 2.2b, 2.2c

Environmental Action
The Challenge: Improve the environment while serving the community.
Develop a service-learning project that promotes conservation or environmental awareness in your home, 
school, or community. Projects may be completed by groups or by an individual. Poster entries showcasing 
the project effort must be accompanied by a brief, double spaced, student-authored report describing the 
project, those involved in the project, and its impact.

Guidelines    
+ Paper submission is due April 2, 2012 and may be submitted in electronic form.
+ Paper must include (a) cover page, (b) table of contents (c) summary of the project, those involved, 

and project impact.
+ Photos in paper are encouraged, but may not exceed 3 pages of collective space.
+ Poster presentations will be due and displayed at the final event, April 14, 2012.

Judging Rubric 
Entries will be judged based on depth and breadth of student involvement, student creativity, and
demonstrated need, relevance, and impact of the outreach project.

Core Curriculum
Language Arts (10-12th) 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 

Visual Arts
The Challenge:
Capture the biodiversity of Utah.  
Using any form of visual arts (photography, sculp-
ture, drawing, painting, etc.) showcase biodiversity 
in Utah. Works may be two separate images, but 
they must be presented together (i.e. two contrast-
ing photographs presented on a poster board). 
Entries must be accompanied with a one page, 
double spaced essay describing how the work 
relates to the community’s environment.

Bonus Challenge
Plant Champions: Connect the world to Utah
Create an Olympic wreath fit for an athlete compet-
ing in London 2012 with plant species from your 
area. Compete with students around the world and 
have your work showcased at the 2012 Olympic 
Games in London! Additional restrictions, guide-
lines, and judging requirements apply.

Guidelines    
+ Digital entries are allowed. However, they must 

be submitted on a CD or memory stick. 

+ Digital entries must also be submitted in jpeg, 
tiff, eps, or psd format at 300 dpi.

+ Please name and number all artwork and essays.

Judging Rubric 
Photo essays will be reviewed according to their 
adherence to the theme and guidelines, overall 
visual and emotional impacts, creativity, and 
presentation of the work.

Core Curriculum
Fine Arts: (Print Making) 1.2, 3.1, (Drawing) 1.2, 
3.1, (3-D Design) 1.2, 3.1, (Painting) 1.2, 3.1, 
(Photography) 1.2, 3.1, (Ceramics) 1.2, 3.1, 
(Sculpture) 1.2, 3.1, (Commercial Art and Elec-
tronic Media) 1.2, 3.1
Graphics/Printing Technology: 11.1, 11.2, 11.3, 
11.4, 11.5, 11.6, 11.7, 11.8, 11.9. 11.10, 
11.11, 11.12, 12.1, 12.2, 12.3, 12.4, 12.6, 
12.7, 12.8, 12.9, 12.10, 12.11, 12.18, 12.23, 
12.7, 13.8, 13.13 
Earth Systems:  2.3, 4.1, 4.2, 5.1, 5.2, 6.1
Biology: 1.2
Social Studies - Utah Studies: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 
4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 5.1, 5.2, 5.3, 6.1

T-Shirt Design
The Challenge: Individuals can make
a difference to better the planet.
Create a design for the 2010-2011 Fairchild Chal-
lenge T-shirt. The design should raise awareness of 
Utah’s environmental issues. The winning design 
will be printed as the 2010-2011 Fairchild Chal-
lenge T-shirt and will include the student’s name 
and school. Every program participant will receive
a T-shirt for participating.

Guidelines
+ Entries must be designed for the front OR back 

of the T-shirt. Judges will determine the place-
ment of the design.

+ Design must be one color and include “Fairchild 
Challenge at Thanksgiving Point 2010-2011.”

+ Designs may be produced digitally or by hand 
and should not exceed 8 ½” x 11”.

+ Entries must include a separate sheet of paper 
with a typed paragraph (100-200 words) explain-
ing the T-shirt design and how it raises aware-
ness about Utah’s environmental issues.

+ Plagiarized or unoriginal work will be
disqualified.

+ Entries may be submitted via digital file or
hard copy.

+ Maximum of five entries per school.

Judging Rubric
Entries will be judged on creativity, visual impact, 
design integrity, relevance to the theme, and the 
essay’s coherence and quality. Entries that are 
unisex and that will reproduce well on T-shirts will 
be given higher preference.

Core Curriculum
Fine Arts: (Print Making) 1.2, 3.1, (Drawing) 1.2, 
3.1, (Painting) 1.2, 3.1, (Photography) 1.2, 3.1, 
(Commercial Art and Electronic Media) 1.2, 3.1
Graphics/Printing Technology: 11.1, 11.2, 11.3, 
11.4, 11.5, 11.6, 11.7, 11.8, 11.9. 11.10, 
11.11, 11.12, 12.1, 12.2, 12.3, 12.4, 12.6, 
12.7, 12.8, 12.9, 12.10, 12.11, 12.18, 12.23, 
12.7, 13.8, 13.13
Social Studies - Utah Studies: 1.3
Earth Systems: 2.3 e, 4.2 e, 5.2 e, 6.1 f
Biology: 1:3e
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